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Role of China in production 

World capture and aquaculture production
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excluding 

China

China

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

1
9
5
1

1
9
5
6

1
9
6
1

1
9
6
6

1
9
7
1

1
9
7
6

1
9
8
1

1
9
8
6

1
9
9
1

1
9
9
6

2
0
0
1

2
0
0
6

Year

M
il

li
o

n
 t

o
n

n
e

s



Fish Utilization 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

Other

FEED

FOOD
Food uses 

Feed 



Per capita food fish supply (kg) 
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Per capita supply 

Kg/year 2005 2006 2007 2007/06 

Food 
fish 

16.4 16.7 16.7 0 

Capture 9.0 8.9 8.5 -4.3% 

Farmed 7.4 7.8 8.1 3.3% 



Fish in overall protein supply 



World aquaculture production 
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Aquaculture producers 
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Global Aquaculture Production
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WORLD FISH EXPORTS  

US$ 92 BILLION (2007) 
Trade is growing 

+ 8 % (2007/06) 

Developing countries 

50 % of world exports 

Net export revenues from fisheries 
crucial for many developing countries  

Us$ 25 billion  



Share of world fisheries exports 
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Figure 28: Net exports of selected agricultural commodities by developing countries
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EU (27)
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2%
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Main fish importers (2007) 

Japan   US$ 12.9 bill. 13.4 % 

US   US$ 13.6 bill. 14.2 % 

EU   US$ 41.8 bill. 43.5 % 

Total big 3 US$ 68.3 bill. 71.1 % 

 

Total world US$ 96.0 bill.  100  % 



Fish market trends 
Japan: long-term decline 

high consumption: 65 kg/kaput 
imports below 3 million tons in 2007 

USA: long-term growth, soon # 1 country 
rising population and consumption /kaput 24 kg 

• but weak dollar 
• consumer confidence falling 2008 

EU: long-term growth: # 1 market  
expanding population, stable consumption at 20 kg 
rising imports: e.g. catfish from Viet Nam, mussels from Chile 

Latin America 
low average consumption, 9 kg per kaput, slow increase 
large potential for increase 
supply increase must come from aquaculture 
growing markets in Brazil, Mexico.  
for Chile’s salmon exports, Latin America is now a larger market 
than the EU 



AQUACULTURE FUTURE  

fastest growing food producing sector in the world 

accounts for almost 50% of the global food fish 

53 million tons of fish produced worth US$ 75 
billion  (2007) 

Given the projected population growth, an 
additional 40 million tons of aquatic food needed 
by 2030 to maintain current per capita 
consumption. 
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Conclusions 

Fish has always been a globalised commodity 
but of higher importance for developing countries 
than most other commodities 

Fish production is increasing, but only thanks 
to aquaculture: 50% share in 2008 in food fish 
Fish trade is increasing 
Fish trade: big 3 import 71 % but in decline 
Outsourcing of production and of processing 
Rise of China and Viet Nam, and Russia 
Future: India ? 


